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Europe and variations in voltages can be overcome by trans-
former stations. The advantages to be gained are certainly
great. Tvlance1 points to the benefits to be derived
"... by balancing sources of water power which reach
their maximum in summer with those attaining their
maximum in winter, by marrying the coal and water power
supplies to the best advantage and possibly to some extent,
by staggering the peak load as a result of the variation in
time over a widely extended area."
German experts formulated international schemes for
Central Europe during the interwar years, and a Polish
geographer has suggested how the States of East Central Europe
could be electrified by a combination of thermal power from the
Silesian coalfield and hydro-electricity from the Danube,
circulated by an international grid. Such schemes and their
extension to wider areas cannot be put into full operation until
the appropriate States are ready to grant powers to an inter-
national body.
Somewhat similar to the transmission of electricity is the
circulation of liquids and gases by pipelines. Again the United
States has developed a network of such lines for the distribution
of petroleum and natural gas. In Europe, valuable experience
was gained during the Second World War when extensive pipe-
lines were laid in England and between this country and France.
The pioneer experiment in international pipelines was the
connection of the Kirkuk oilfield in Iraq to the eastern shore
of the Mediterranean. To meet political and strategic require-
ments, it was decided to bifurcate the line at Haditha, the
northern branch terminating at Tripoli and the southern at
Haifa, and the necessary agreements for the crossing of Syria
and Lebanon as well as Transjordan and Palestine were com-
pleted between the Iraq Petroleum Company and the French
and British authorities as the Mandatory Powers of the
territories concerned.
In spite of the disturbing political conditions in the Middle
1 O. Mance, International Road Transport, Postal, Electricity and Miscel-
laneous Questions, London, 1947, p. 140.